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While Deltek has attempted to verify that the information in this document is accurate and complete, 

some typographical or technical errors may exist. The recipient of this document is solely responsible for 

all decisions relating to or use of the information provided herein. 

The information contained in this publication is effective as of the publication date below and is subject 

to change without notice. 

This publication contains proprietary information that is protected by copyright. All rights are reserved. 

No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 

mechanical, or translated into another language, without the prior written consent of Deltek, Inc. 

This edition published April 2026. 

© Deltek, Inc. 

Deltek’s software is also protected by copyright law and constitutes valuable confidential and 

proprietary information of Deltek, Inc. and its licensors. The Deltek software, and all related 

documentation, is provided for use only in accordance with the terms of the license agreement. 

Unauthorized reproduction or distribution of the program or any portion thereof could result in severe 

civil or criminal penalties. 
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Overview 
The Deltek Open Plan Data Tool is used to create or update connection information, load system data 

(such as reports, menu items, and required users and groups) during the installation process, and define 

result field names. 

These field names are then used to define the results that can be added to resource calculations. In 

addition, the Open Plan Data Tool allows you to define the data link properties to the Open Plan 

database. 

By default, the Data Tool displays by clicking Start Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan 

Data Tool. You can change the path of the Open Plan menu items during installation. You can also launch 

the Data Tool through the EPM Security Administrator menu bar by clicking Tools » Change data source. 

 

The Data Tool is installed when you perform a standalone installation or choose the Administrator 

installation option when you perform a workstation installation. 

The Data Tool allows you to perform the following tasks: 

 Add, edit, and delete data sources 

 Specify the type of data source that you want to use 

 

Supported Providers 

The Open Plan Data Tool supports the following database providers. 

 Microsoft OLE DB Provider for SQL Server 

 Oracle Provider for OLE DB 

 SQL Server Native Client 

It is important to consider the following information: 

Important: You cannot run the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool if PM Compass is installed in the same 

database. 

Attention: Each PPM product is shipped with the PPM Encryption Conversion Utility tool. During the 

conversion of Open Plan, the Data Tool password is changed to all uppercase characters. You should 

log on to the Data Tool using the prior password in uppercase. Deltek recommends that you change 

your password to the Data Tool after the encryption. For more information about this tool, refer to 

the Deltek PPM Encryption Conversion Utility Guide. 
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 Using an OLE DB provider allows you to share the Datasources.dat file across multiple Deltek 

products, such as Cobra 8.5 and wInsight 8.2 (or higher). If you are likely to do this, use an OLE 

DB provider; otherwise, you can use either type of driver. 

 You can customize and define your own list of OLE Database providers. 

Data Source 

A data source is a named connection to a database. 

Before you can build a connection to a database, you must first have a database to which you connect. 

A data source contains information about the database location and the database type. 

Datasources.dat File 

The Datasources.dat file is an initialization file that contains data sources and global options information. 

This file contains a list of names of the data sources. Each data source section contains the following 

information: 

 Connection String 

 Provider 

 Schema Name 

 Unicode 

 Extended Properties 

The Datasources.dat file is created in the root folder for all installation types. This file is not created in 

the Server folder in an n-tier installation. 
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Data Tool Login 
By using the Data Tool Login dialog box, you can access the Open Plan Data Tool or change your current 

password. 

Log Into Data Tool 

This procedure allows you to log on to the Data Tool application. 

To log in to Data Tool: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Open Plan Data Tool. 

2. In the Data Tool Login dialog box, enter your password in the corresponding field for 

authentication. 

3. By default, the password is "password". You can change it by clicking Change Data Tool 

Password. You can enter up to 128 alphanumeric and special characters. 

4. Click OK. 

Change Data Tool Password 

This procedure allows you to modify the current Data Tool password. 

To change the Data Tool password: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan Data Tool. 

2. In the Data Tool Login dialog box, click Change Data Tool Password. 

3. In the Change Password dialog box displays, enter your old password and new password, and 

then confirm the new password. 

4. Click OK. A message displays informing you that the password has changed. 

5. Click OK to return to the main login page. 

Close Data Tool 

To exit the Data Tool application, click either the close (X) button at the upper right corner of the 

interface or the Cancel button. 

Data Tool Login Dialog Box 

Use the Data Tool Login dialog box to access Data Tool or change your current password. 
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Field Description 

Password Enter your password. By default, the value is "password." 

Change Data Tool Password Click this button to modify the current password. You can enter up to 

128 alphanumeric and special characters 

OK Click this button to validate the login. 

Cancel To close the Login dialog box. 

Display the Data Tool Login Dialog Box 

Use this procedure to display the Data Tool Login dialog box. 

To display the Data Tool Login dialog box: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan Data Tool. 

Change Password Dialog Box 

Use this dialog box to modify the current Data Tool password. 

Field Description 

Old Password Enter your current password. 

New Password Enter your new password. You can enter up to 128 alphanumeric and 

special characters. 

Confirm New Password Enter your new password again. If the values in the New Password 

and the Confirm New Password fields do not match, an error 

message displays. 

Display the Change Password Dialog Box 

Use this procedure to display the Change Password dialog box. 

To display the Change Password dialog box: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan Data Tool. 

2. In the Data Tool Login dialog box, click Change Data Tool Passwords. 
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Deltek Open Plan Data Tool Dialog Box 
Use the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool to specify the type of data source you want to use: 

 Default Data 

 Demonstration Data 

This dialog box contains the Options group box with the following fields: 

Field Description 

Target DSN Click the drop-down arrow to select a target data source from the list 

of data sources that have been set up. 

Install Default Data Select this option if you want the Data Tool to populate the selected 

Target DSN with Open Plan default data. 

Default data includes the following: 

 Data dictionary 

 Security data 

 System library 

 Explorer folders 

 Spread curves 

 Views 

 Title blocks 

 Symbols 

 Other product-specific default data 

In addition to installing the default data, the Data Tool also copies the 

demonstration projects and their ancillary files and views to the target 

data source. 

Remove Existing Data Select this option if you want the Data Tool to delete all data from the 

selected data source. 

Install Demonstration Data This option is only enabled when the Remove Existing Data option is 

selected. Select this option if you want the Data Tool to populate the 

selected data source with the demonstration projects and their 

associated ancillary files and views. 
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Field Description 

Create Data Click to populate the target data source according to the options you 

specified. 

Password Click to display the Change Password dialog box where you can 

change your password for the Open Plan Data Tool. 

Close Click to close the dialog box without making any changes. 

Help Click to display the dialog box help topic. 

Create Data 

This procedure allows you to populate the target data source with the options you selected in the Deltek 

Open Plan Data Tool. 

To create data: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan Data Tool. 

2. In the Data Tool Login dialog box, enter your password. 

3. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool, enter or select the appropriate values. 

4. When you are done, click Create Data. 

Data Sources Dialog Box 

The Data Sources dialog box displays a list of data sources to which you can connect. 

When you select a data source, the application to which you are establishing a connection displays a 

dialog box that allows you to enter additional information. 

Field Description 

Data Sources This field displays a named connection to a database. 

Add Click this button to configure a data source and add it to the list 

displayed in the Data Sources dialog box. Clicking this button displays 

the tabbed Windows Data Link Properties dialog box. 

Edit Select a data source from the Data Sources list and click this button 

displays the Edit Data Source dialog box, where you can modify 

settings for the selected data source.  A button on this dialog box also 

provides access to the Windows Data Link properties that you wish. 

However, if you are currently connected to the data source you are 
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Field Description 

modifying, your changes will not take effect until the next time you 

start Open Plan. 

The Connection tab on the Windows Data Link Properties dialog box 

has an Allow saving password option. Selecting this option encrypts 

both the User ID and password and passes this information to the 

Security Administrator. If this option is not selected, you will be 

prompted to login to a data source when you start the DataTool. 

Delete Select a data source from the Data Sources list and click this button 

to delete the data source. 

Display the Data Sources Dialog Box 

Use this procedure to display the Data Sources dialog box. 

To display the Data Sources ialog box: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan Data Tool. 

2. In the Data Tool Login dialog box, enter your password. 

3. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool, click the ellipsis button beside the Target DSN drop-down 

field. 

Add a New Data Source 

This procedure allows you to create a new database connection. 

To add a data source: 

1. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool, click the ellipsis button beside the Target DSN drop-down 

field. 

2. In the Data Sources dialog box, click Add.. 

3. In the Windows Data Link Properties dialog box, configure the database connection. 

4. Click OK. The Data Sources list displays the new data source. 

5. In the Data Sources dialog box, click Close. 
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Data Link Properties Dialog Box 

Use this Dialog Box to define connection information or to view existing setting options for a particular 

connection. 

This dialog box features four tabs: 

 Provider 

 Connection 

 Advance 

 All 

This dialog box also contains the following buttons: 

Click OK or Cancel in the Data Link Properties dialog box to return to the Add Data Source dialog box or 

Edit Data Source dialog box, depending on the task that you select on the Data Sources page. 

Click Help displays the corresponding Data Link help, depending on the tab that you select in this dialog 

box. 

Display the Data Link Properties Dialog Box 

Use this procedure to display the Data Link Properties dialog box. 

To display the Data Link Properties dialog box: 

1. In the Data Sources dialog box, click Add or Edit. 

2. If you click Edit, in the Edit Data Sources dialog box, click Data Link Properties. 

Configure a Database Connection 

This procedure allows you to configure a database connection using the Windows Data Link Properties 

dialog box. 

To access the Data Link Properties dialog box within the Data Tool application, click either the Add 

button or the Edit button on the Data Sources page then click the Data Link Properties button. 

To configure database connection: 

1. On the Provider tab, select the OLE DB provider that matches the database in which your data is 

stored. You can select any of the following: 

 Oracle Provider for OLE DB 

 Microsoft SQL Server 2012 Native Client, version 11.4.7001.0 or higher 

 Microsoft OLE DB Driver for SQL Server, version 18.2.2.0 or higher 

 Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Jet 
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 Microsoft Office 15.0 Access Database Engine OLEDB Provider 

 Microsoft Office 16.0 Access Database Engine OLEDB Provider 

2. Click Next or the Connection tab. 

3. In the Use data source name field, enter the name of the database to use. 

4. Select the Allow saving password option to encrypt both the user ID and password, and to pass 

this login information on the Security Administrator. 

5. In the Enter information to log on to the server field, enter the user name and password you use 

to log on to the database. 

6. Click Test Connection to confirm that the connection to your database works. 

7. In the Microsoft Data Link message box, click OK. 

8. Click OK to apply and save the changes. The Edit Data Source dialog box displays. 

Edit Data Source Dialog Box 

Use this dialog box to update an existing data source. 

Field Description 

Name This field displays the name of the selected data source. 

Database Owner This field is required if you are using either an SQL or Oracle server. 

Enter the name of the database owner. The entered value is 

validated when you click OK in this dialog box, or when you click 

Next on the Data Source page. 

Data Link Properties Click this button to display the standard Windows Data Link 

Properties dialog box, which allows you to configure the data 

source. 

Display the Edit Data Sources Dialog Box 

Use this procedure to display the Edit Data Sources dialog box. 

To display the Edit Data Sources ialog box: 

1. Click Start » Programs » Deltek Open Plan 8.x » Deltek Open Plan Data Tool. 

2. In the Data Tool Login dialog box, enter your password. 

3. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool , click the ellipsis button beside the Target DSN drop-down 

field. 

4. In the Data Sources dialog box, select a data source and click Edit. 
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Edit a Data Source 

This procedure allows you to modify current settings for a selected data source. 

To edit a data source: 

1. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool, click the ellipsis button beside the Target DSN drop-down 

field. 

2. In the Data Sources dialog box, select a data source from the list and click Edit. The Name field 

is disabled. 

3. In the Edit Data Source dialog box, enter the necessary information. You can also click Data Link 

Properties to change the connection properties. 

4. Click OK.  

5. In the Data Sources dialog box, click OK. 

6. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool dialog box, click Close. 

Delete a Data Source 

This procedure allows you to remove a selected data source from a list of available data sources. 

To delete a data source: 

1. In the Deltek Open Plan Data Tool, click the ellipsis button beside the Target DSN drop-down 

field. 

2. In the Data Sources dialog box, select the data source that you want to remove from the list. 

3. Click Delete. A confirmation message displays. 

4. Click Yes. 

5. In the Data Sources dialog box, click Close. 
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